
From the Fire Chief

 Dear OCFA Family:
 
A few days after the tragic Line of Duty Death of FAE Kevin Skinner, I sent an email to all personnel in which I quoted
Battalion Chief Juan Perez.
 
Chief Perez, along with a table full of other OCFA firefighters and retirees, had sat down with a reporter for an article to
honor Kevin and share the spirit by which he served his communities. In that roundtable interview, Chief Perez shared
that, “Kevin led with his heart.”
 
After quoting that powerful sentiment in my email, I asked all of you, our OCFA Family, to move forward by honoring
Kevin’s life and legacy by “leading with our hearts.”
 
Within hours of sending that memo, the LA Fires kicked into high gear, the Red Flag conditions in our region worsened,
and we issued an “all call” that undoubtedly led to canceled vacations, missed family events, and all of us being
stretched beyond any reasonable expectations.
 
That is not a decision any Fire Chief wants to make, but there is perhaps no greater measure of an agency’s culture and
the character of its personnel than when an “all call” is issued.
 
With that in mind, I have never been prouder.
 
Through all the grief, pressure, upstaffing, fire weather, out-of-county firefights, LODD processions and planning, ongoing
academies, and everything else, we saw nothing but dedication, positivity, commitment, and, perhaps most importantly,
operational excellence.
 
In other words, when tested with unprecedented adversity, we lived up to the standard set by Kevin Skinner and many
others who made the ultimate sacrifice: We led with our hearts.
 
This Bulletin is replete with evidence of that truth, and I am honored to thank all of you — firefighters, professional staff,
labor groups, Benevolent Association, and so many others — for stepping up and standing tall for each other, Kevin’s
family, our communities, and everyone affected by the devastating fires in Los Angeles.  
 
Once again, we have shown the world that the phrase “OCFA Family” is not an empty tagline; it is who we are, including
and perhaps especially amidst unprecedented stress, grief, and adversity.
 
What an honor it is to be part of that family with all of you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief  

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

 
Line of Duty Death - Fire Apparatus Engineer Kevin Skinner
 
At 4:56 AM on January 5, 2025 OCFA firefighters responded to a residential fire in Laguna Niguel. While performing a search
for residents, FAE Kevin Skinner reported feeling unwell and was escorted to a waiting paramedic unit. Shortly after, he
collapsed. Despite the heroic efforts of our crews and medical personnel, Kevin did not survive.
 
Kevin served the Orange County Fire Authority with distinction for over 25 years, joining our family in 1999 after serving
honorably in the United States Navy. He was known for his warm personality and his ability to make everyone feel welcome.
 
Kevin is survived by his wife and their three children along with his mom, sister, and brother. Our hearts are with his family,
friends, and all who knew him as we prepare for his Celebration of Life, which will take place in March in San Clemente.

 

Skinner Family GoFundMe

Ask the Chief - January 2025
 
Chief Fennessy visits and thanks the crews of Station 22 for their work in staffing during the Red Flag pre-positioning and
LA Fires, the volume of calls they run, and the care they consistently show our communities. Next, this month's host,
Captain/PIO Thanh Nguyen, discusses several items with the Fire Chief, including bolstering our ranks among FF/PMs, the
importance of the NFR Cancer Registry, and updates on both the Wildland Resource Center and the Ambulance Proposal.

 

Spark of Love Holiday Toy Drive - That's a Wrap!
 
Thanks to your help and support, the OCFA distributed 34,231 toys for children in need, partnering with 182 businesses
and organizations to collect toys for 116 non-profits. Our efforts this year would not have been possible without the
assistance and support of the OCFA Foundation, our cities, community partners, ABC7, Walmart, and all personnel who
volunteered. A special recognition to KWAVE for once again being the best partner and truly making this toy drive a
success! 

Open House 2025 - Debut of 30th Anniversary Logo 

Our 2025 Open House and launch of our 30th Anniversary celebration is fast approaching! Save the date for the Open
House and stay tuned for more information on the many special recognitions of our 30th Anniversary (1995 to 2025). 

Firefighter Cancer Awareness and Prevention Month 

Throughout January, the OCFA and Orange County Professional Firefighters Local 3631 partnered to produce our annual
Firefighter Cancer Awareness Month digital newsletter. This agency-wide call to action aims to establish OCFA as a national
model for best practices in cancer prevention, and we encourage all personnel to continuously review all four newsletters.

 

Week 1 Newsletter Week 2 Newsletter Week 3 Newsletter Week 4 Newsletter

60 Minutes Episode on LA Fires 
 
On January 12, Chief Fennessy and the OCFA were featured in a segment on the LA Fires. Click below to watch full
episode. 

 

OCFA Strike Teams Honored at Ducks Game
 
On Tuesday, January 21, 2025, several OCFA Strike Team members who were dispatched on the LA Fires were honored at
the Anaheim Ducks game. Joined by their families, the OCFA Firefighters had a hand in the pre-game ceremonies,
received a standing ovation, and had a chance to meet some of the players. Click below to watch news coverage of the
night! 

 

Click Here to See Anaheim Ducks' Social Media Post!

OCFA Launches New Fire Investigations Podcast!
 
Join hosts OCFA Fire Captain/Investigator Scott Kuhlman and Public Relations Manager Sophia Champieux as they take you
behind the scenes of OC's most compelling fire investigations. Through interviews with fire investigators, law enforcement,
and forensic specialists, Hot Pursuit offers an insider's look at how these mysterious and often chilling fires are solved. 

Episode 1 - Part 1

Fire Investigator Bill Strohm 

Episode 1 - Part 2

Fire Investigator Bill Strohm 

Episode 3

Fire Investigator Shaun Miller 

Episode 4 

Investigator Justin Russel 

Click to Follow Hot Pursuit 

RED SHEET - New Educational Tool 
As part of our ongoing commitment to delivering exceptional patient care and supporting our paramedics’ professional
growth, OCFA's Medical Director, Dr. Bobko, recently introduced the “Red Sheet." Designed to provide useable real-time
information to our personnel on developing trends in EMS, this is yet another tool designed to benefit our patients and
enhance our services. 

Click to Download the Red Sheet

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS

Corporate Communications 2024 Highlights
In a quarterly report to the Legislative and Public Affairs Committee meeting, our Corporate Communications team showed
its annual "sizzle reel," including a 162% increase in social media followers and $250 million worth of media coverage in
2025. 

 

2024 CA-TF5 Newsletter 
We’re excited to share the 2024 newsletter for California Task
Force 5! This year has been nothing short of historic for our
team, and the newsletter highlights our key achievements,
significant events, and the unwavering dedication of our
members.

Take a moment to explore the newsletter and join us in
celebrating the hard work and accomplishments that have
defined California Task Force 5’s success in 2024. Thank you
for your continued support!

Click Here to Read the Newsletter!

Wildland Operations 2024
Year in Review

We’re thrilled to share the 2024 newsletter for our Wildland
Operations Section! Despite predictions of a slow fire season,
this year proved to be as busy and challenging as ever. From
intensive preparations and project work to answering the call
for assistance, our team demonstrated exceptional dedication
and resilience.

The newsletter highlights key moments from 2024, including
our first fire assignment to the Post Fire in Los Angeles
County, and showcases the unwavering commitment of our
members throughout the year.

Take a moment to explore the newsletter and join us in
celebrating the accomplishments and hard work that have
defined Wildland Operations in 2024. Thank you for your
continued support!

Click Here to Read the Newsletter!

Air Operations 2024 Year in Review
The 2024 Air Ops newsletter highlights key moments from 2024, including welcoming new crew members, the arrival of our
two new S-70M FIREHAWKS, and countless incident responses. Take a moment to explore the newsletter and join us in
celebrating the accomplishments and hard work that have defined Air Operations in 2024!

Click Here to Read the Newsletter!

Organizational Development & Training Mid-Year Review
This team has been enhancing our organizational development and training programs, including Essential Interview Skills,
Microsoft Solutions, Workplace Prevention, and Leadership Development. 

Click to Download PDF

SOCIAL MEDIA
TOP POSTS OF THE MONTH

OCFA Responds To Vegetation Fire Detected Exclusively By Artificial
Intelligence – A First In Agency History

Irvine, CA – In December 2024, the OCFA successfully utilized artificial intelligence (AI) to detect and respond to a
vegetation fire in Black Star Canyon, a remote area of Orange County. While the agency has been utilizing AI in tandem
with 9-1-1 calls to detect wildfires for some time, this is the first fire that was located exclusively by AI.

 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post!

LA Fires

Our firefighters continue to demonstrate courage and unwavering commitment as they defend the communities impacted
by the LA wildfires. We are truly proud of their strength and their dedication to serving others.

 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

Vegetation Fire Lake Forest 
At 4:35 p.m., our Emergency Command Center received reports of a vegetation fire near Vintage Park in the City of Lake
Forest. With our strategically pre-positioned resources for this Red Flag weather event, our firefighters quickly responded
and held the fire to only 1/4 acre in just 13 minutes.

 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

Orange County Fire Authority In the News
Fire Damages Vacant Commercial Building in Garden Grove
MyNewsLA.com - Dec 1, 2024
 
Firefighters Save Woman From Orange County House Fire
Patch.com - Dec 2, 2024
 
Corvette Split In Half By Light Pole In Irvine Crash
Patch.com - Dec 2, 2024
 
Attic Fire Destroys Los Alamitos Family's Home
Patch.com - Dec 3, 2024
 
Renovation project at Santa Ana park leads to discovery of 3 submerged vehicles
MSN.com - Dec 5, 2024
 
Airport Fire Cost Sharing Plan Approved By RivCo Board Of Supervisors
Patch.com - Dec 10, 2024
 
Arrests made in fatal shooting of man found in car near Disneyland
Yahoo! News - Dec 12, 2024
 
New Mayor, Councilmember Sworn In To RSM City Council
Patch.com - Dec 13, 2024
 
5 injured in school bus collision with SUV
Spectrum News 1 Southern California - Dec 16, 2024
 
School bus crash seriously injures 5 in Orange County
Yahoo! News - Dec 16, 2024
 
Suspect Arrested in 2023 Fatal Shooting in Santa Ana After Extensive Police Investigation
Hoodline - Dec 17, 2024
 
Five Hospitalized in School Bus Collision in Orange, Children with Special Needs Among Injured
Hoodline - Dec 17, 2024
 
Driver stops truck-on-fire from crashing into Orange County homes
MSN.com - Dec 21, 2024
 
How Southern California winter storms could be dangerous for some living near recent wildfires
The Orange County Register - Dec 20, 2024
 
Federal firefighters fear a government shutdown will end their battle for higher pay
MSN.com - Dec 20, 2024
 
Garage Fire Ignites At Mission Viejo Home: OCFA
Patch.com - Dec 26, 2024
 
Family, Pet Escape Santa Ana House Fire
MyNewsLA.com - Dec 26, 2024
 
Fiery Crash On 73 Toll Road Kills SUV Driver Overnight
Patch.com - Dec 27, 2024

Promotions
 

Jocelyn Casillas, Management Analyst
Israel Cortes, Fleet Services Supervisor
Jeannette Gage, Management Analyst
Niclaus Hopkins, Fleet Services Supervisor
Josh Miller, Fire Communications Supervisor
Chase Aellig, Firefighter
Matthew Alexander, Firefighter
John Bale, Firefighter
Jake Cardona, Firefighter
Ryan Denton, Firefighter
Jacob Dwyer, Firefighter
Everett Ferer, Firefighter
Brian Hernandez, Firefighter
Emily Lassiter, Firefighter
Kyle McCabe, Firefighter
Christopher Nelson, Firefighter
Farhad Sharifi, Firefighter
Spencer Steffen, Firefighter
Joshua Steging, Firefighter
William Strohm, Firefighter
Brett Valbuena, Firefighter
Martin Wills, Firefighter

 

Timothy Johnson, Services Aide
John Wilson, Sr Fire Helicopter Technician

 

Antonio Aleman, Assistant Fire Marshal
 
Eric Elmer, Assistant Fire Marshal
 
Sean Hong, Fire Apparatus Engineer
 
Hee Kim, Sr Accounting Support Specialist
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