
From the Fire Chief
 
Dear OCFA Family:
 
A few weeks ago, as I stood atop Storm King Mountain on a Staff Ride of the South Canyon Fire, an epiphany washed
over me:
 
The future of the OCFA is bright.  
 
I could have attributed this epiphanic feeling to the mountain air of my hotshot days, the sobering reminder of how
dangerous our jobs can be, or the realization that I no longer have the legs and lungs of a 25-year-old.  
 
Truth be told, there are a thousand reasons I had that realization atop that mountain, but none more poignant than the
unwavering dedication of the firefighters with whom I was sharing the experience: Our OCFA Hand Crews.
 
Indeed, as we retraced the steps of the South Canyon Fire’s fallen heroes with two of the incident’s survivors, it was
abundantly clear that our Hand Crews epitomize and enhance OCFA’s mission to protect life and property with courage,
competency, and care.
 
The same feeling returned a few weeks later, only this time, instead of standing atop a mountain looking out at our Hand
Crews, I was standing atop our graduation stage looking out at the graduates of Academy 59.
 
Once again, I beamed at the prospect of our agency’s future.
 
And while the future does hinge upon innovations and upgrades such as the new FIREHAWKS highlighted below, its
driving force has always been — and will always be — our newest generations of firefighters and professional staff.
 
With that in mind, I could not be prouder to share this month’s Bulletin and the achievements of the people who will
continue to lead us into the future — from the 12 new Fire Captains of Academy 37 and the four new Dispatchers of
Academy 25 to the firefighting dads who worked on Father’s Day and the supportive job coaches of our Goodwill OC
Supported Employment Program.
 
Each of them (and all of you) are the future of our department, and from my perspective — whether from a mountain top
in Colorado or a makeshift stage at an OCFA Academy graduation — it is as bright as it has ever been.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

South Canyon Staff Ride 
 
On May 29, in honor of the 14 wildland firefighters who lost their lives battling the 1994 South Canyon Fire in Colorado, the
OCFA and Orange County Professional Firefighters (Local 3631) partnered to bring our Hand Crews on a Staff Ride with two
of the fire’s survivors. Together, 70 OCFA members retraced the steps of the heroes who died in service of others, absorbing
life-changing lessons on critical thinking, decision-making, wildfire behavior, teamwork, and leadership.

OCFA FIREHAWKS ARRIVE!
 
Saturday, June 22nd marked both a significant milestone in OCFA Air Operations’ history and a transformative leap into the
future of wildland firefighting and multi-mission rescue operations in Orange County. After an extensive five-year process,
much of which is documented in the below video, OCFA's two new FIREHAWKS touched down in Orange County.

 

Academy 59 Graduation 
 
On Wednesday, June 19, OCFA celebrated and welcomed its newest firefighters with the graduation of Academy 59. Click
thumbnail for the Graduation Highlights Video!

 

Full Graduation Video Academy 59 Graduation Photos Academy 59 Highlight Video

OCFA Firefighters Working on Father's Day Get Video Greeting 
 
On June 16, several OCFA families sent in videos to wish their on-duty dad's a happy Father's Day! Watch below...

 

FEMA CA-TF5's Human Remain Detection Canine Team Deployed
 
On Saturday, June 22, FEMA CA-TF5 deployed three Human Remain Detection Canine Teams (Chris & K9 Mia / Julie & K9
Keres / Eric & K9 Mazie) to assist in the recovery efforts in the aftermath of the tragic New Mexico wildfires. For four full
days and through at least two injuries (K9 Mia and K9 Keres) the team searched hundreds of homes and performed their
duties at the highest level. 

Rep. Young Kim Advocates for Increased US&R Funding; Thanks OCFA, Chief Fennessy
 
Rep. Young Kim recently thanked the OCFA and Chief Fennessy for serving as the western representative for nine of the
US&R Task Forces in California, including OCFA's CA-TF5. Together with fire service leaders and a bipartisan group of
elected officials, Rep. Kim and Chief Fennessy are advocating for increased federal funding for the US&R Response
System.

 

OCFA Fireworks Safety Video Goes Viral
 
One of the many OCFA Fireworks Safety communications that went out this month went viral, with news stations across the
country re-running it to spread awareness, including the below broadcast from Fox Houston.

 

Equity, Inclusion, Outreach, and Recruitment

OCFA & Goodwill of Orange County Celebrate Supported Employment Program  
 
In May, the OCFA and the Goodwill of Orange County celebrated Kevin and Tom for their invaluable contributions to the
OCFA and the communities we serve. Check out the video below! 

 

FIRE RESCUE1 Article: Is your fire agency ready to make DEI a priority?

 
In addition to joining the City of Irvine in celebrating Pride
Month at their third annual Pride in Irvine event, the
OCFA's mission to bolster inclusion and recognize all
members of the communities we serve continued this
past month in a variety endeavors. Julian Velarde, OCFA's
Diversity and Inclusion Coordinator, penned an article in
Fire Rescue 1 highlighting our work in this arena, further
establishing OCFA as a leader in this work. 

Read the Full Article Here

SOCIAL MEDIA

Click to Submit Photos/Videos

Top Social Media Posts 

Garden Grove Dog Rescue

 

Faye is having a better day today thanks to the firefighters
who rescued her. After crawling into the wall through a
small plumbing access door in her Garden Grove home,
getting stuck under the bathtub for two hours, and not
giving in to her family coaxing her out, this pup was pretty
happy to see the firefighters’ friendly faces and reunite with
loved ones.  

Click for Social Media Post

San Clemente Restaurant Fire

 

With multiple reports of fire in a restaurant in the 200 block
of South El Camino Real in San Clemente, more than 50
firefighters responded as part of a two-alarm assignment,
knocked down the fire that had already extended in the
void spaces, and prevented it from spreading throughout
the restaurant. Everyone was safely evacuated and no
injuries were reported. 

Click for Social Media Post

Cement Truck Rollover - Irvine

 

A cement truck rolled over at the intersection of Gateway
Boulevard and Alton Parkway in Irvine this afternoon and
was reported to possibly be leaking a large amount of fuel.
Firefighter paramedics treated and transported the driver
as a trauma patient, and our Hazardous Materials
Response Team quickly assessed the leak and
determined it to be water from a large on-board tank.

Click for Social Media Post

Hazardous Materials Response Stanton

 

Our Hazardous Materials Response Team assessed fluid
leaking from 55-gallon drums inside a box truck parked on
Augusta Drive in unincorporated Stanton, determined the
liquid to be oil, and quickly stopped the leak. Thank you to
our partners at OCSD in the City of Stanton for the
teamwork, and thank you to the neighbors for keeping the
streets clear to allow us to work safely.

Click for Social Media Post

Congratulations to our 12 Newest Fire Captains!

Click Here for Social Media Post

Congratulations, New Fire Communications Dispatchers!

Click Here for Social Media Post! 

Orange County Fire Authority In the News

Small earthquake shakes a wide area of Southern California. No initial reports of damage
Associated Press - May 1, 2024
 
4.1 magnitude quake hits Southern California
MSN.com - May 1, 2024
 
Kitten Rescued From Under Sidewalk With a Can of Tuna
AOL News - May 1, 2024
 
Magnitude 4.1 earthquake rattles California's Inland Empire
Fox News Channel - May 1, 2024
 
Orange County Coroner identifies victims in apparent murder-suicide
CBS News - May 7, 2024
 
Training with Orange County firefighters
KTTV FOX 11 LA - May 7, 2024
 
Victims ID'd In Murder-Suicide Where Bloody Spear Was Found At Scene
Patch.com - May 8, 2024
 
FOX 11's Marla Tellez trains with OC firefighters
Yahoo! News - May 8, 2024
 
OC Fire Authority asks people to complete medical information forms for emergencies
KABC-TV - May 8, 2024
 
Op-ed: First responders need support as new generation of automobiles emerges
AL.com - May 8, 2024
 
Heavy rains bring slow start to Southern California wildfire season, but residents urged to stay prepared
MSN.com - May 9, 2024
 
Wildfire risk looms despite scenic recovery, OC Fire Chief warns
Yahoo! News - May 9, 2024
 
Crime and Public Safety | Heavy rains bring slow start to Southern…
Whittier Daily News - May 9, 2024
 
Hoag holds Save Our Heroes Day melanoma screening for firefighters
Patch.com - May 9, 2024
 
Three Die in What Santa Ana Police Call a Murder-Suicide
The Epoch Times - May 10, 2024
 
Garden Grove Worker Rescued from Tree in Multi-Department High-Altitude Rescue Effort
Hoodline - May 12, 2024
 
Flames Damage Santa Ana House
MyNewsLA.com - May 13, 2024
 
Orange County firefighters rescue dog trapped inside wall
Yahoo! News - May 14, 2024
 
Irvine police searching for driver in deadly hit-and-run crash
CBS News - May 14, 2024
 
Garden Grove Dog's Bathtub Misadventure Ends with Rescue by Orange County Firefighters
Hoodline - May 14, 2024
 
Puppy in Garden Grove rescued after being stuck in wall underneath tub for hours
KABC-TV - May 14, 2024
 
Orange County firefighters rescue dog that got stuck in a bathroom wall
CBS News - May 14, 2024
 
Calif. Firefighters Save Dog Stuck Inside of a Wall for Hours: She 'Was Pretty Happy to See' Us
PEOPLE - May 15, 2024
 
Doggoneit! Playful pup trapped in wall gets rescued by O.C. firefighters
Los Angeles Times (Premium) - May 15, 2024
 
California firefighters rescue dog trapped for hours inside of a wall
NBC News - May 16, 2024
 
Six months after the hangar fire, Tustin continues to pick up the pieces
Los Angeles Times - May 16, 2024
 
AUVSI Testifies at Congressional Hearing on Impact of Drones on Law Enforcement
Associated Press - May 16, 2024
 
Street Sweeper Catches Fire In South OC, Threatening Homes
Patch.com - May 16, 2024
 
Fentanyl Deaths Starting to Fall in Orange County, Say Local Leaders
The Epoch Times - May 17, 2024
 
Faye the puppy was trapped inside a wall in California. Watch how firefighters freed her.
USA Today - May 20, 2024
 
House Fire Swiftly Knocked Down In South OC: OCFA
Patch.com - May 20, 2024
 
Townhouse fire in Tustin was hidden in the void space, walls and attic
New Santa Ana - May 20, 2024
 
Laguna Niguel Homeowners and Firefighters Avert Disaster, Douse Fire in Nine Minutes
Hoodline - May 20, 2024
 
Fire Damages Townhouse in Tustin
MyNewsLA.com - May 20, 2024
 
Body found in middle of lanes on 605 Freeway after violent crash
Yahoo! News - May 25, 2024
 
Billions flow through California special districts. Who makes big money in your city or county?
The Orange County Register - May 26, 2024
 
Shea Center Welcomes Orange County Firefighters for Third Annual Equine Rescue Training
Horse Illustrated - May 31, 2024
 

Promotions

Vivian Do, Senior Accounting Support Spec
Nicole Chung, Human Resources Manager
Andrew Miller, Fire Prevention Specialist
Alex Vega, Fire Prevention Specialist

Years of Service

Robert Bucho, Fire Captain- Air Ops Crew Chief
Robert Capobianco, Assistant Chief
Mark Hubert, Fire Captain/PM
Damone Johnson, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Jeffrey Kirkman, Fire Captain
Matthew Levesque, Fire Battalion Chief
Mark Mc Grath, Fire Captain/PM
Timothy Perkins, Assistant Chief
Nohl Perrizo, Fire Captain/PM
Jason Taylor, Fire Battalion Chief
Douglas Van Iwaarden, Fire Captain- Air Ops
James Watson, Fire Apparatus Engineer

 

Chad Weber, Sr Service Center Technician
Mark Bagley, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Andrew Bailey, Fire Captain-Ops Support
Jeremy Bart, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Grant Blakesley, Fire Captain/PM
Paul Carlton, Fire Captain/PM
Kenji De La Cuba, Fire Apparatus Engineer/PM
Todd Downing, Fire Battalion Chief
Charles Fedak, Fire Battalion Chief
Jeffrey Frazier, Fire Captain/PM
Sean Garrahy, Fire Apparatus Engineer/PM
Marc Hansen, Firefighter
Zebulon Hawkins, Fire Captain/PM
David Kang, Fire Captain/PM
Kelly Lucas, Fire Captain
Ryan Osborne, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Juan Perez, Fire Battalion Chief
Dennis Ratcliffe, Fire Captain
Daniel Steele, Fire Apparatus Engineer/PM
Daniel Terrieri, Fire Captain
Daniel Tessieri, Fire Captain
Brian Troutman, Fire Captain/PM
Jeremy Vallone, Fire Captain - Division 3
Jon Walla, Fire Captain
Scott Wiedensohler, Fire Division Chief

Randy Black, Assistant Chief
Kevin Vance, Fire Captain
Christian Caswell, Fire Captain
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