
From the Fire Chief
Dear OCFA Family:
 
I hear it every time I travel to represent the OCFA outside county lines — from Washington D.C., where I was last week
for the 2024 World Fire Congress to Williams, CA, where I was last month for FIRESCOPE Board of Directors
Meetings.
 
Admittedly, the sentiment is expressed in varying ways, but the crux of the assertion is as consistent as it is clear: “I
love what your agency is doing.”
 
In conversing further with these cross-country OCFA fans, I find that almost no two are alike. Each seems to have a
different reason for admiring our work and service — and for good reason.
 
Take this month’s Chief’s Bulletin as an example. It is replete with heroic stories and innovative achievements that are
both wide-ranging and impactful beyond the geographic borders of our service region — from Division Chief Kevin
Fetterman’s testimony to Congress’s Emerging Technology Subcommittee to the praise and coverage of our
Organizational Doctrine, Resident Medical Information Form, and Fire Ops 101 in collaboration with Local 3631.
 
In short, the stories highlighted below align with the messages I hear when I travel: People around the nation love what
our agency is doing and look to us to see what is possible.
 
Now in my seventh year as Fire Chief, I know that anything is possible when all of you — the firefighters and
professional staff of the OCFA — stand behind it.  
 
As always, I am honored to stand with you and grateful for all you do to make us a national model of fire service
excellence.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

Ask the Chief - May 2024
In this month's Ask the Chief, Chief Fennessy visits and congratulates the A-Shift Crew of Station 26 for a significant infant
drowning rescue they were a part of last month. Next, this month's host, Captain/PIO Sean Doran, discusses several items
with the Chief -- from SCBA decontamination to the new Wildfire Resource Center, and much more. Click below to watch. 

 

Quarterly Size Up - February, March, April 2024

 

Pass-Along Podcast - Episode 73 - Command & Control
Assistant Chief of Field Operations South, Tim Perkins, leads a discussion regarding Command and Control with subject
matter experts: Battalion Chiefs Neal McCann, Mike Summers, and Levi Medina, and Fire Captains Ryan Caines, Cliff Blasi,
Shane Frederick, William Junge, and Andy Bailey. Click below to listen! 

LISTEN TO THE PODCAST!

FIRE OPS 101 
On Saturday, May 4th, OCFA and the Orange County Professional Firefighters (Local 3631) partnered to host FIRE OPS
1O1, a one-day hands-on event for elected official and media members to experience "a day in the life" of an OCFA
firefighter. Click below to watch Fox 11's coverage of the well-attended event!  

 

Wildfire Preparedness Week
On Thursday, May 9, the OCFA partnered with CAL FIRE to host one of four statewide events during Wildfire Preparedness
Week (May 5 – 11, 2024) to raise wildfire awareness and prevention. Watch the highlight reel below! 

 

Resident Medical Information Form
ABC7 recently did an in-depth piece on OCFA's Resident Medical Information Form, a tremendous asset the public can
utilize to enhance efficiency on EMS calls. Click below to watch the coverage!  

 

Chief Fetterman Represents the OCFA Before Congress 
 
On May 16th, Division Chief Kevin Fetterman testified in front of Congress’s Emerging Technology Subcommittee to
discuss the benefits of emerging technology on behalf of the International Association of Fire Chiefs and the OCFA.
Serving on a panel of Subject Matter Experts, Chief Fetterman testified and answered questions on the use of Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (UAS) – drones, for public safety. Click below to see his full testimony. 

 

OCFA-led Mock DUI Goes viral on YouTube
 
For more than 30 years, Captain Steve Concialdi and OCFA have been hosting mock DUI assemblies at Orange County High
Schools to raise awareness and prevent drunk driving. A city-produced clip from this year's event, which was at Capistrano
High School in Mission Viejo, went viral on YouTube with over 23 million views. Click below to watch!

 

Click Here to Watch Interview with Captain Concialdi and City of Mission Viejo Mayor Trish Kelley

Click to Read the Full Article

Chief Holloman Appointed as Chair of IAFC's Human Relations Committee

 
Just five months after being appointed to the IAFC's HRC,
IAFC President named OCFA Chief Stephanie Holloman the
committee's chair through the summer of 2027. 
 
"Recognized in 2023 as a National Leader of Distinction by
HRO Today, Stephanie Holloman’s exemplary career in fire
service and human resources positions her perfectly to
contribute to the HRC," read the initial release of her
appointment to the committee in January. 
 
Now the Board Chair, Chief Holloman will now lead the HRC
in advancing the committee's mission and vision of
providing guidance on the development, adoption, and
implementation of procedures for interpersonal and
intergroup relations, focusing on diversity.
 
Diversity and inclusion are universal values that IAFC
strives to uphold and integrate into every aspect of fire and
emergency service operations, and we at the OCFA are
proud that Chief Holloman is leading this work.

OC World | Orange County Fire Authority Highlight
 
This past month, Chief Fennessy sat down with the host of OC World, Scott Hays, to discuss upcoming peak fire season and
how OCFA continues to train and prepare for what has become a year-round fire season. Click below to watch full episode! 

 

2024 World Fire Congress
Sixty countries were represented at the inaugural 2024 World 
Fire Congress this week in Washington, D.C., and Chief 
Fennessy was honored to join Los Angeles City Fire
Department Fire Chief Kristin Crowley, Los Angeles County
Fire Department Fire Chief Anthony Marrone, SD Fire-Rescue
Department Battalion Chief Robert Rezende, and many other
world partners as they address the various areas of common
interest among fire services from around the globe.
 
Growth in areas such as disaster risk reduction, innovative 
technology, firefighter health and safety, climate change 
impacts, and fire risk of emerging technology are among the 
many areas of collaboration and knowledge sharing that
allows  the OCFA and all our partner agencies to remain
dynamic in an ever-changing fire and safety environment.

Equity, Inclusion, Outreach, and Recruitment

Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month
 
In 1991, President George H.W. Bush and Congress proclaimed May as Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month.
The following year, Congress permanently designated May as AAPI Heritage Month, and every U.S. President since has
issued an annual proclamation in support of this designation. We at the OCFA celebrated our annual observance of this
federally-recognized month by highlighting the service of AAPI firefighters and professional staff, including Fire Prevention
Specialist Andrew Amante, Battalion Chief Mike Yeun, Captain Eddie Lee. 

Battalion Chief Mike Yeun

 

Fire Prevention Specialist Andrew Amante                     Fire Captain Eddie Lee

Click Here for Andrew's Post!  Click Here for Captain Lee's Post!

Santa Ana Employment Summit
Our recruitment section was recently at the Santa Ana Employment summit. Forty-eight employers participated, actively
seeking to hire SAC students across all Career & Academic Pathways. Three-hundred and twenty participants checked in
through CAREERLink for the event, with many MORE participating!

SOCIAL MEDIA

Click to Submit Photos/Videos

Top Social Media Posts 

Rancho Mission Viejo/Ladera Ranch Vehicle Rescue
Firefighters are on scene on Antonio Pkwy north of Sendero Way on the border of Rancho Mission Viejo and Ladera Ranch
for a vehicle over the side. Crews found an adult male approximately 150’ down with injuries. Firefighters used rope rescue
techniques to extract the victim. Firefighter paramedics are providing care and will transport to a hospital. The cause is
under investigation.

 

Click for Social Media Post

Garden Grove Parrot Rescue Tustin Apartment Fire

 

Click For Social Media Post

 

Click for Social Media Post

El Toro Hand Crew & Heavy Equipment Training

Click For Social Media Post

Orange County Fire Authority In the News

Body found inside abandoned Santa Ana home after firefighters extinguish massive fire
CBS News - Apr 3, 2024
 
1 dead after massive fire at abandoned Santa Ana home
Yahoo! News - Apr 3, 2024
 
Body Found In Home Damaged By Fire In OC
Patch.com - Apr 3, 2024
 
18-Year-Old Dies After Crashing His Car Into a Light Pole in Westminster
The Epoch Times - Apr 3, 2024
 
Firefighters find body inside Santa Ana house after putting out fire
The Orange County Register - Apr 3, 2024
 
Car Plunges Off OC Canyon Road, Prompting Rescue: OCFA
Patch.com - Apr 4, 2024
 
Fire Erupts In South OC Home With Residents Inside
Patch.com - Apr 5, 2024
 
Man arrested after house fire in San Clemente
The Orange County Register - Apr 7, 2024
 
1 person detained after house fire in San Clemente
The Orange County Register - Apr 7, 2024
 
Fire Destroys Portion Of South OC Home, 1 Person Detained
Patch.com - Apr 8, 2024
 
1 Person Detained After House Fire at San Clemente Home
The Epoch Times - Apr 8, 2024
 
Blaze Bernstein was killed 6 years ago. His accused killer’s trial has just started.
Los Angeles Times - Apr 10, 2024
 
Train Collides With Car In South Orange County: OCFA
Patch.com - Apr 11, 2024
 
Santa Ana PD shines a light on its top employees in 2023
Patch.com - Apr 12, 2024
 
Firefighters, animal officers rescue locked-out dog from 4th-floor balcony in Irvine
The Orange County Register - Apr 13, 2024
 
Alaska Airlines passenger captured by FBI after repeatedly groping woman on flight
Fox News Channel - Apr 15, 2024
 
Look: Firefighters rescue dog from fourth-story balcony in California
Yahoo! News - Apr 15, 2024
 
Locked-Out Dog Rescued From Balcony In South OC: OCFA
Patch.com - Apr 15, 2024
 
Life-Saving Narcan Given To Man Who Overdosed In Seal Beach: Police
Patch.com - Apr 15, 2024
 
Woman rescued after driving over embankment in Newport Beach
CBS News - Apr 16, 2024
 
Occupant of car in off-road slide transported to hospital
Los Angeles Times - Apr 16, 2024
 
Car plunges 120 feet down embankment in Newport Beach
Yahoo! News - Apr 16, 2024
 
$38K Winning Ticket; 70 Baby Tortoises; Safest Cities: Saturday Smiles
Patch.com - Apr 19, 2024
 
2 dead, 2 more hurt in solo car crash in Buena Park
The Orange County Register - Apr 20, 2024
 
Pedestrian fatally struck by car in Santa Ana
CBS News - Apr 21, 2024
 
Woman dies after drunk driver with prior DUI arrests crashes into palm tree
Yahoo! News - Apr 21, 2024
 
Driver arrested on suspicion of DUI after passenger is killed in Santa Ana crash
The Orange County Register - Apr 21, 2024
 
Man arrested for allegedly killing roommate in Southern California
Yahoo! News - Apr 22, 2024
 
Truck Hits Pole In Santa Ana, Killing Female Passenger
Patch.com - Apr 22, 2024
 
Santa Ana Man Held on Suspicion of Fatally Stabbing Roommate
The Epoch Times - Apr 23, 2024
 
Other recipients from the OC sheriff’s 36th annual Medal of Valor ceremony
The Orange County Register - Apr 26, 2024
 
51-year-old man arrested, suspected in fatal hit-and-run crash in Santa Ana
The Orange County Register - Apr 27, 2024
 
Kitten gets trapped below sidewalk — then California rescuers crack open a can of tuna
Yahoo! News - Apr 29, 2024
 
Woman, Dog Escape Fire At Home In Mission Viejo
Patch.com - Apr 29, 2024
 
Fire Destroys South OC Home; Woman, Dog Threatened By Flames
Patch.com - Apr 29, 2024
 
Man Convicted of Killing 4 in Burned Bodies Case in Orange
The Epoch Times - Apr 30, 2024

Promotions
 

Julie Samaniego, Construction And Facilities Manager
Robert Bosanko, Fire Captain
Vincent Bruno, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Joel Caro, Fire Captain 
Matthew Compton, Fire Captain 
Andrew Davis, Fire Captain
Michael Johnson, Fire Captain
Alex Kosareff, Fire Captain
Austin Krie, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Erik Lamb, Fire Captain
Nathaniel Lebeauf, Fire Captain
Edward Lee, Fire Captain
Joshua Lee, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Jeffrey Lindsey, Fire Captain
Chad Morrison, Fire Apparatus Engineer
David Ordman, Fire Captain
Sean Richmond, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Marc Schell, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Cameron Stinson, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Meghan Stossier, Business Analyst
Michael Varker, Fire Captain
Joseph Wingert Jr, Fire Captain

Years of Service

Robert Hays, Fire Captain

https://vimeo.com/942427785
https://vimeo.com/944252441
https://www.ocfatraining.org/ocfa-podcasts/2024/5/21/ep-73-command-and-control
https://vimeo.com/944116372
https://vimeo.com/947206057
https://vimeo.com/948942513
https://vimeo.com/948947055
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1j9W-_8KizI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=de-VVp-JzjU
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-service-culture/ocfas-mission-driven-move-from-compliance-to-intent-based-culture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYeaSlVZgyg
https://vimeo.com/946400251
https://www.instagram.com/p/C69Q21Xshex/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6beDs6L3Tc/?img_index=1
https://www.facebook.com/OCFireAuthority
https://twitter.com/OCFireAuthority
https://instagram.com/OCFireAuthority
https://www.linkedin.com/company/orange-county-fire-authority/
https://ocfa.sharepoint.com/Pages/Submit-to-PIO.aspx
https://vimeo.com/945968205
https://twitter.com/OCFireAuthority/status/1776113522730258673
https://vimeo.com/945969640
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=415999114475256
https://vimeo.com/945970758
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C5RyufMvOsU/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6fBfJ1L8r3/
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