
From the Fire Chief
 
Dear OCFA Family:
 
Our data continuously tells us that each year is busier than the last – more incidents, bigger fires, new dangers, growing
populations, expanding Wildland Urban Interface, and on and on.
 
The October data is not yet complete, but in September alone, our dispatchers answered 20,597 9-1-1 calls and our
firefighters responded to more than 15,000 incidents, marking yet another measurable year-over-year increase.
 
All the while, we fought and contained the Airport Fire alongside our local, state, and federal partners, and a few weeks
ago, we deployed our Urban Search & Rescue California Task Force 5 Type 1 team for the first time in 16 years.
 
Through it all, we did not cancel any of our community events, including our 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony, our 5th
Annual Girls Empowerment Camp, our Station Open Houses, and our Wildland Training Day with elected officials and
media.
 
It is never easy to successfully execute a workload of this volume and complexity, but to do so in the wake of the hand
crew rollover and sudden passing of IT Division Manager Joel Brodowski not only defies all reasonable expectations; it
reveals an unprecedented depth of character.
 
Character that aligns with our mission to live and work “In Service of Others.”
 
Character that reflects our unwavering commitment to our injured, our fallen, and their families.
 
Character that transcends rank and responsibilities.
 
Yes, there are myriad attributes woven throughout this Bulletin, but for me, it is character that serves as the throughline
— from Captain Natalie Nacker and FAE Candice Acosta’s leadership of our Girls Empowerment Camp to Local 3631,
the Benevolent Association, and our Family Liaisons' tireless work to support our injured Hand Crew Firefighters and
their families.
 
While these and the countless others highlighted below do not seek the limelight, it is essential to recognize them
because their actions inspire all of us to respond to greater adversity, higher call volumes, and growing responsibilities in
ways the data cannot capture: Character-driven service.
 
I know that all of you spent the past few months stepping up in equal and impressive ways, illuminating a beacon of
healing, hope, and safety grounded in service, selflessness, and, yes, our collective OCFA character.
 
Thank you. You inspire me just as you inspire the communities we service, and I wish you all a safe and happy
Halloween!
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

CA-TF5 Type 1 Team Deploys on Hurricanes Milton and Helene
 
On October 9, in response to Hurricane Milton, 33 members of OCFA's US&R California Task Force 5 (CA-TF5) joined 35
other team members who had already deployed as a Type 3 Team for Hurricane Helene. Together, they made up the first
OCFA Type 1 Team deployed in 16 years, and we are proud of the impactful role we played in this national response. 

Girls Empowerment Camp & Station Open Houses
After hosting our 5th Annual Girls Empowerment Camp on September 28-29, we opened the doors to 25 of our fire stations
for tours, fire prevention education, and engagement for our annual Station Open Houses on Saturday, October 12th. The
success and growing interest in these events is a testament to our commitment to community engagement and inspiring the
next generation of OCFA firefighters and professional staff members. Click the videos below for some fun highlights of the
events! 

   

Second of Two New Helopods Unveiled in Aliso Viejo
 
On October 28, the OCFA, in collaboration with the Aliso Viejo Community Association, the County of Orange, and the
Moulton Niguel Water District, unveiled the second of two state-of-the-art helpods. Click below for unveiling event coverage!

 

Roads to Recovery for Injured Hand Crew Members
 
All eight of the injured members of our Hand Crew have transitioned out of local hospitals, with six at home and two at
Craig Hospital, a world-renowned neurorehabilitation center in Colorado. While the road to recovery is far from over,
particularly for the two in Colorado, there have been so many inspirational and hope-filled moments, a few of which were
captured below.

 

Hand Crew FF Andrew Brown

Transition to Colorado Video 

Squad Boss Matt Nichols

Transition to Colorado Video

CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT

HANDCREW FF RELIEF FUND

Hand Crew FF Will McCabe

Discharge from Hospital Video

Orange City Fire Captain Carl Collins' Off-Duty Heroism 
 
At OCFA’s October 24th Board of Directors meeting, Orange City Fire Department Captain Carl Collins was honored for his
off-duty heroism the night of the accident involving our Hand Crew. Captain Collins was re-united with some of the injured
firefighters whose lives he helped save, a special moment that underscored the ties that bind all firefighters – on duty and
off.

 

OCFA & Goodwill of OC Celebrate Kevin Yunker's Service
 
This Month, Spectrum News joined the OCFA and Goodwill of OC in celebrating Kevin's 33 years of service! To watch the
segment on Kevin and the entire Workforce Development Program team, click below!

 

Wildland Firefighting Training Day
 
On Wednesday, October 30th, media members, OCFA Board Directors, and other elected officials engage in hands on
simulated scenarios with our firefighters to learn about fire behavior, wildland firefighting strategies, and the ongoing need
to support the OCFA and its personnel in what has become a year-round wildfire season. Big thanks to Local 3631 and all
personnel who organized and executed this educational day for our elected officials and media members. 

 

CLICK HERE FOR PHOTOS OF THE EVENT

Chief Fennessy Provides Testimony at U.S. Fire Administrator's Wildfire Summit
 
On October 8th, Chief Fennessy provided testimony to the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, the U.S. Fire
Administrator, and other federal leaders on the issue of staffing shortages at federal wildland firefighting agencies and the
reliance on OCFA and other local government agencies to subsidize those deficits. Click below to watch a portion of his
testimony at the U.S. Fire Administrator ’s “Summit on Fire Prevention and Control” in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

 

Orange County Fire Service Memorial 2024
 
On October 8th, several OCFA Chief Officers participated in the OC Fire Association and OC Fire Chiefs Association's
annual Firefighter Memorial honoring Orange County firefighters that have passed away since October of the previous
year. This year, the OCFA honored the lives and legacies of eight firefighters -- FAE Bob Castillo, Captain Gerald Clark,
Captain Robin "Rob" Culp, Firefighter Robby Davidson, FAE Jimmy Forrester, FAE Blake Garlin, FAE Ed Hooper, and FAE
Len Maul. 

 

Hand Crew Firefighter Sam Perez Honored as an "OC Grip" Success Story
 
Sam Perez, an OCFA Hand Crew Firefighter, was recently profiled as a successful graduate of the Orange County Gang
Reduction and Intervention Partnership (OC GRIP). A multi-agency community program headed by the OC DA's Office, OC
GRIP is an outreach program for at-risk youth designed to prevent gang activity and promote paths to upward mobility.
Sam is one of many success stories, and we at the OCFA are proud to call him one of our own!

 

Equity, Inclusion, Outreach, and Recruitment

Hispanic Heritage Month
 
From September 15 to October 15, the OCFA celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month by highlighting some incredible leaders,
including the Orange County Bomberos and D7 Administrative Assistant Amparo Garcia. Click below to see their stories!

Click Here for OC Bomberos Story Click Here for Amparo Garcia's Story

SOCIAL MEDIA

Top Social Media Posts 

Santa Barbara County and Ventura County Fire Department's
Show What Fire Family is All About

We are truly humbled by the support shown by so many for our injured firefighters. A powerful testament to that support is
seen in the actions of the Santa Barbara County Fire Department and the Ventura County Fire Department, who, without
hesitation, deployed their hand crews to OCFA Camp 18 so our crew could be with their families during this difficult time. When
our firefighters return, they will come back to a camp that has been cared for as a home would be — with vehicles, the station,
and the grounds completely detailed by these firefighters, all while remaining ready to respond locally if needed in an
emergency. Thank you to our community, both near and far, who continue to keep our firefighters in their thoughts and
prayers.

 

Click for Full Social Media Post

House Fire in Buena Park
Firefighters arrived in just three minutes to a house fire in @CityOfBuenaPark just before noon, with the residents already
safely outside with Buena Park PD. While the residents were able to escape with most of their pets, firefighters found one
unresponsive cat but, despite their best efforts, were unable to revive it. No one was injured, and the fire is under
investigation. 

 

Click for Full Social Media Post

Yorba Linda Residential Fire
 
A neighbor’s camera caught the harrowing moments when two residents and their dogs escaped their home in Yorba Linda
around 10 PM. Firefighters from Engine 53 quickly deployed hose lines in an effort to stop the spread of the fire and to
confirm everyone was out. With the assistance of additional units, including Anaheim Fire, the blaze was isolated to the
room of origin and a part of the roof. Our fire investigators are on scene determining the cause. 

 

Click for Full Social Media Post

Westminster Commercial Structure Fire
 
Westminster - Our ECC dispatchers received multiple calls for a fire in the 14000 block of Beach Blvd at 12:18 PM today.
Firefighters arrived to find a fire in a commercial structure that was quickly spreading to adjacent units. An attack on the fire
was initiated with a search for occupants. Due to conditions, Battalion 1 requested a second alarm which brought additional
firefighters. There were no injuries reported. OCFA fire investigators are on scene determining the cause.

Click for Full Social Media Post

Orange County Fire Authority In the News
 
 
Horses that survived Airport Fire watered by Orange County firefighters
Yahoo! News - Sep 13, 2024
 
3 major wildfires scorch Southern California, forcing tens of thousands to flee homes
CBS News - Sep 12, 2024
 
Airport Fire Containment Grows As Firefighters Assess Damage
Patch.com - Sep 13, 2024
 
Airport fire’s forward progress stopped as containment starts to climb
The Orange County Register - Sep 13, 2024
 
Video shows Cal Fire battalion chief rescues woman walking near Airport fire flames
The Mercury News - Sep 13, 2024
 
Video Shows 'Heroic Rescue' of Man and His Dog from California Airport Fire
Newsweek - Sep 13, 2024
 
Firefighters gain ground on 3 huge Southern California blazes
NPR - Sep 14, 2024
 
Airport Fire: Blaze in Orange, Riverside counties grows to 23,494 acres, 9% contained
Yahoo! News - Sep 14, 2024
 
Southern California wildfires slowing down amid higher humidity
The Orange County Register - Sep 14, 2024
 
Cooler weather in Southern California helps in wildfire battle
Associated Press - Sep 14, 2024
 
Firefighters Make Progress on Airport Fire in Orange, Riverside Counties
The Epoch Times - Sep 15, 2024
 
Weekend progress made against Southern California wildfires
MSN.com - Sep 15, 2024
 
Threats to life, property prioritized for resources in 3 Southern California wildfires
The Mercury News - Sep 17, 2024
 
Firetruck Ambulance Flips, Multiple Injuries Reported In Orange County
Patch.com - Sep 20, 2024
 
8 California Firefighters Injured When Their Truck Rolls Over on Highway
The New York Times - Sep 20, 2024
 
Multiple Firefighters Injured in Major California Crash
Newsweek - Sep 20, 2024
 
8 firefighters injured as truck rolls over in Irvine, California
MSN.com - Sep 20, 2024
 
Highway crash injures 8 Southern California firefighters
New York Post - Sep 20, 2024
 
California firefighters remain hospitalized after truck flips over on freeway
Fox News Channel - Sep 20, 2024
 
After O.C. firefighters injured in crash, other Southern California counties send crews to help out
CBS News - Sep 20, 2024
 
6 California Firefighters Hospitalized Following Freeway Crash
The Epoch Times - Sep 20, 2024
 
6 O.C. firefighters – 4 of them critical – remain hospitalized after Irvine tollway rollover crash
The Orange County Register - Sep 20, 2024
OCFA Fire Chief Brian Fennessy heads to a news conference on Friday, Sept. 20, 2024, in Santa Ana, CA, to give an
update
 
6 of the 8 firefighters injured in Orange County firetruck accident remain hospitalized, 2 are criti
CBS News - Sep 20, 2024
 
8 firefighters injured as truck rolls over while returning from wildfire in California, officials say
ABC News - Sep 20, 2024
 
Vehicle smashes into building in San Clemente; injuries reported
Yahoo! News - Sep 20, 2024
 
8 firefighters hurt, 2 critically, in fire truck rollover crash
MSN.com - Sep 20, 2024
 
3 large fires hand Southern California painful numbers
The Orange County Register - Sep 20, 2024
 
Eight firefighters injured, six critically, in Irvine California firetruck rollover
Yahoo! News - Sep 20, 2024
 
Chief asks for prayer after 8 firefighters injured in fire truck crash
Fox News Channel - Sep 20, 2024
 
Airport Fire update: Full containment expected next week as firefighters beat back blaze
Yahoo! News - Sep 21, 2024
 
Airport Fire's growth stopped as containment rises, over 100 Southern California homes lost
CBS News - Sep 21, 2024
 
Firefighters battle challenging conditions as they work toward full containment of Airport Fire
CBS News - Sep 22, 2024
 
Relief fund for injured OCFA firefighters tops a quarter million dollars, highlights sense of community among first
responders
The Orange County Register - Sep 24, 2024
 
Airport Fire victims file claims against Orange County
CBS News - Sep 24, 2024
 
Firefighter in Coma After Truck Crash Injured 7 Others on California Highway
PEOPLE - Sep 27, 2024
 
Fundraiser for injured OCFA firefighter reaches more than $90,000
CBS News - Sep 27, 2024

Promotions
 

Kenneth Hunter, Heavy Equipment Technician
Russel Lugo, Communications Technician
Joshua Mussche, Heavy Equipment Technician
Michael Summers, Fire Division Chief
Shafali Grewal, Accountant

 

 

Jim Ruane, Assistant Chief - Logistics

 

Retirements

Mark Flores, Fire Captain
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