
From the Fire Chief:
 
Dear OCFA Family: 
 
In March of 2023, we responded to 14,517 incidents for an average of 483 incidents per day, which is a 7% increase
year-over-year. To drill down further on this ongoing trend of increased call volumes, from March 21 to April 20, we
responded to 37 structure fires, sending over 1,000 firefighters on 169 engines and 94 trucks. Untold lives and property
were saved for our efforts, and nearly every fire was quickly contained to the unit or building of origin.
 
Through the power of social media and work of our PIOs, the public now has a front row seat to the heroism and
excellence of our firefighters and professional staff as we manifest this kind of success in the face of greater call
volumes. However, while many now see the depth of courage and strength of character we exhibit while on duty, few
know that our passion to save lives and serve others is just as prevalent off duty.
 
Case in point, a few weeks ago, I received a letter from Bill Weiser, the Fire Chief of Riverside County Fire Department,
and I am proud to share a portion of it here:
 
“On Saturday, February 11, 2023, two off-duty OCFA firefighters, Obet Martinez and Jason Trevino, witnessed a man
collapse and began life-saving measures by initiating CPR and the use of an AED prior to the arrival of Riverside
County Fire Engine 92. Their actions in giving quality care to the patient as well as the rendered assistance to Engine
92 demonstrate the epitome of leadership and professionalism [and] directly contributed to the patient’s well-being.”  
 
Yes, this off-duty heroism (which our firefighters are regularly engaged in) combined with the ongoing increase of on-
duty call volume is worthy of our praise, but it also underscores the need to ensure we have the resources for our
personnel to recover from the stress and trauma that comes with this level of commitment.
 
That is one of the many reasons why the mental and behavioral health of our personnel is one of my top priorities as
Fire Chief, and I am not alone in that focus. I am joined by a tremendous team of Human Resources professionals, our
Board of Directors, Local 3631, and all of our labor groups. Working together, we recently hired our agency’s first
Behavioral Health & Wellness Coordinator, and just a few weeks ago, we celebrated the two newest additions to this
incredible team: Firefighter Wade Munson, our first Canine Peer Support Specialist; and K-9 Pax, the first peer support
dog in OCFA history (and cover boy pictured above).
 
I encourage all of you to not only reach out to Wade and Pax to learn about their services, but also engage in the many
activities scheduled for Mental Health Awareness Month, which begins next week. After all, the ongoing uptick in calls
combined with our unwavering commitment to preserve life — both on duty and off — warrants the need for us to
extend the same focus on our own well-being that we do for others.
 
Thank you for joining me in that endeavor and all you do to uphold our mission to live and work in service of others.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE
 

Monthly Spotlight - Excellence in Service
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Updates
OCFA Social Media
Retirements

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

 

OCFA Welcomes First Peer Support K-9, Pax
Pax is a three-year-old Labrador Retriever who is fully trained to support first responders in the wake of crisis situations.
OCFA Firefighter Wade Munson, an active member of OCFA’s Peer Support Team, has completed hundreds of hours of
training to serve with Pax as the agency’s first Canine Peer Support Specialist. Click above to learn more about Pax!

 

OCFA Technical Rescue Teams Profiled on Fox11
Reporter Christina Pascucci recently joined Firefighter-Paramedic Sebastian Rodriguez and other OCFA Technical Rescue
Firefighters for a behind-the-scenes look at their training and operations. Click above to watch the segment! 

Mental Health Month PTSD 911 Movie Screenings
Next month is Mental Health Awareness Month and OCFA is hosting free movie nights for employees and family members
to watch and discuss the documentary PTSD 911. The goal is to continue OCFA’s purposeful discussion regarding mental
health and how resources are available to those in need. Click on the flyer below for more information! 

Click to See Flyer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING RECOGNITIONS

OCFA ECC Honorees

The Association of Public Safety Communications Officers Southern California Chapter presents Annual Awards to honor
public safety communications personnel who have demonstrated the highest level of performance in the line of duty. This
year, three of the honorees are from OCFA ECC: Telecommunicator of the Year, Michelle Geiger; Outstanding
Performance by an Individual in Fire, Grace Romero; and Certificate of Merit for Communications Training Officer, Kelsey
Tjernagel

Naval Postgraduate School's Center for Homeland Defense & Security

The final honoree at last month's BOD meeting was Fire Captain Scott Dierdorff who successfully completed the Executive
Leaders Program at the Naval Postgraduate School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security, collaborating with
homeland security officials from across the nation on policy, strategy, and organizational design challenges.

Fire Chief Fennessy Named as Government Technology’s
Top 25 Doers, Dreamers & Drivers of 2023

Every year, Government Technology’s Top 25 Doers, Dreamers and Drivers demonstrate an unwavering commitment to
the often unglamorous work of making sure the systems that run government nationwide are accessible, reliable, and fit
for the 21st century. This year is no exception, and we are proud that OCFA Fire Chief was recognized with this honor!  

Click to Read the Article

Pass-Along Podcast

On the newest episode of the Pass-Along Podcast, Deputy Chief TJ McGovern introduces Assistant Chiefs of Field
Operations, Shane Sherwood and Tim Perkins, who discuss their expectations and recent multi-alarm structure fires.
Deputy Chief McGovern also provides updates on recent promotions, staffing, lithium fires, and more! 

Click to Listen!

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Click to Visit the DEI Website

 

Public Safety Cemetery

With support from OCFA Board Director and OC Supervisor Don Wagner, we are proud to announce a 10-acre Public
Safety Cemetery is being established as a final resting place for Orange County first responders and their loved ones. The
first of its kind in the nation, the dedicated public safety section will be next to the Veterans Cemetery site in Anaheim Hills.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Over the past month OCFA's social media platforms had:

Over 3.3 million impressions (eyes on our content)
237,277 engagements (interaction with our content)
954  link clicks/redirects
520 new followers

Despite these numbers, we are always looking to improve and share information of interest with each other and the
communities we serve. To that end, there is now a new area on the HIVE for all OCFA personnel (safety and non-safety)
to submit photos, videos, and story ideas for OCFA’s social media accounts and other information-sharing platforms.
 

Click to Submit Photos/Videos Click to Read the Memo

Top Social Media Posts 

Technical Rescue on the 405 Freeway

Firefighters executed a methodical technical rescue to free
a woman trapped in her vehicle at 6:02 a.m. on the 405
North just past the 133 in Irvine. With the vehicle pinned
against a power pole and balancing on top of a drainage
ditch, firefighters quickly stabilized the car and used
hydraulic tools for the delicate extrication.
Firefighter/Paramedics then quickly treated and
transported the patient to a local trauma center. This was a
well-coordinated rescue involving Truck 20, Heavy Rescue
6, Technical Rescue Truck 56, Engine 51, and Battalion 10.
Thank you to the nearby construction crew who called 911
and came to her aid, and thank you to CHP.

Click For Social Media Post

Click For Social Media Post

Young Boy Swept Away in Santa Ana River

Santa Ana - A little boy was swept away and traveled
approximately half a mile down the Santa Ana River Bed
this afternoon when he got too close to the water ’s edge.
The child’s father went into the water but was unable to
perform a rescue. Fortunately, a bystander saw the child
floating down river, jumped in, and was able to rescue the
boy. A Swift Water Rescue response was launched and
fortunately everyone made it out. The boy was assessed,
treated, and escorted to the hospital in stable condition.

While we have a break from the rain, there is or may still be water flowing in waterways throughout Orange County. We
strongly recommend everyone stay clear. It doesn’t take a lot of water to wash people downriver where there are many
dangerous hazards. The call came in at 2:05 pm. They were found in the area of Fairview St and the Santa Ana River
Bed.

Click For Social Media Post

San Clemente Landslide

San Clemente - Three apartment structures in the 1500 block of Buena Vista have been evacuated due to a landslide in
the rear. Firefighters arrived and began a search of the homes to ensure everyone was evacuated. The call came in at
8:18 AM.

Buena Vista from Avenida Florencio to Calle Colina and the trail below have been closed.

No injuries reported. The Orange County Sheriff’s Department is assisting.
 

Click For Social Media Post

Orange County Fire Authority In the News

Crime and Public Safety | Commercial fire in Laguna Hills causes $2…
The Orange County Register - Mar 1, 2023
 
Victim ID'd As Los Alamitos Resident In Fatal Westminster Crash
Patch.com - Mar 1, 2023
 
Landslide in Newport Beach damages several homes
KTTV-TV - Mar 4, 2023
 
Landslide Damages Several Homes In Newport Beach Friday
MSN.com - Mar 4, 2023
 
United Rotorcraft Ponders S-70 Firehawk Improvements
Aviation International News - Mar 6, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | San Bernardino agencies continue to dig…
The Orange County Register - Mar 7, 2023
 
Laguna Niguel Strips Mayor’s Power to Single Handedly Agendize Discussions
Voice of OC - Mar 9, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Pilot, passenger unscathed after rough landing…
The Orange County Register - Mar 9, 2023
 
Storm threatens to flood San Bernardino County mountain communities, residents urged to prepare
KTLA-TV - Mar 10, 2023
 
In the San Bernardino Mountains, Coping With Mountains of Snow
The New York Times - Mar 10, 2023
 
Mountain communities prepare for flooding, icy conditions as rain covers historic snowfall
KABC-TV - Mar 10, 2023
 
An Orange County fire crew charges north, giving aid to soggy Tulare County
MSN.com - Mar 11, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Bystander rescues child from Santa Ana Riverbed
The Orange County Register - Mar 12, 2023
 
Young Boy Rescued After Falling Into Santa Ana River Bed
KNBC-TV - Mar 12, 2023
 
Boy swept away in Santa Ana River rescued by bystander
KTLA-TV - Mar 12, 2023
 
Witness Rescues Boy Who Fell into Santa Ana Riverbed
MSN.com - Mar 13, 2023
 
Bystander rescues boy swept away in Santa Ana River
KTTV-TV - Mar 13, 2023
 
Little boy rescued after being swept away in rain-flooded Santa Ana River
Yahoo! News - Mar 13, 2023
 
SoCal Storm Wreaks Havoc, Landslides And Flooding Across OC
Patch.com - Mar 15, 2023
 
Landslide Endangers 3 Apartment Buildings in San Clemente
The Epoch Times - Mar 15, 2023
 
Apartment Buildings Teeter On Edge Of Collapsing San Clemente Hillside
MSN.com - Mar 15, 2023
 
Residents Evacuated After Hillside Collapses Below San Clemente Apartments
KNBC-TV - Mar 15, 2023
 
4 San Clemente apartment buildings evacuated due to landslide
KABC-TV - Mar 15, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | 4 apartment buildings in San Clemente yellow…
The Orange County Register - Mar 15, 2023
 
Biden sends federal assistance to Orange County after landslides, storm damage
CBS News - Mar 16, 2023
 
Four Apartment Buildings Evacuated Due to Cliffside Collapse in California
Breitbart News Network - Mar 16, 2023
 
Californians forced to evacuate from rainstorms
Yahoo! News - Mar 16, 2023
 
City Of San Clemente: Video: City Press Conference - Buena Vista Landslide
Patch.com - Mar 18, 2023
 
Woman Freed From Overturned Car In Irvine Thanks To OC Firefighters
MSN.com - Mar 20, 2023
 
Man, 22, Found Shot Dead In South OC Home; Roommate Arrested
MSN.com - Mar 22, 2023
 
Armed arsonist sought in Santa Ana
Yahoo! News - Mar 22, 2023
 
Armed Arsonist Sought For Burning Business In Orange County
MSN.com - Mar 22, 2023
 
Armed man captured on video pouring accelerant to set fire to Santa Ana building
KABC-TV - Mar 22, 2023
 
Santa Ana arsonist caught on video; suspect at large
CBS News - Mar 22, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Authorities seek help identifying armed…
The Orange County Register - Mar 22, 2023
 
OCFA Seeks Public's Help to Find Armed Arsonist in Santa Ana
KNBC-TV - Mar 22, 2023
 
Armed arsonist caught on video using accelerant to start fire at Orange County business
KTLA-TV - Mar 22, 2023
 
Orange County authorities searching for arson suspect caught on surveillance video
Los Angeles Times (Premium) - Mar 23, 2023
 
Body of Missing 20-Year-Old Man Found in Flood Control Channel in Irvine
The Epoch Times - Mar 23, 2023
 
Body Of 20-Year-Old Missing Man Found In Irvine Flood Channel
Patch.com - Mar 23, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Crestline resident thanks 71 Orange County…
The Orange County Register - Mar 24, 2023
 
San Bernardino homeowner thanks firefighters who helped dig community out after record snowfall
MSN.com - Mar 24, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | 4 homes flooded after water main breaks in San…
The Orange County Register - Mar 25, 2023
 
Firefighters respond to three-alarm fire at commercial building in Santa Ana
CBS News - Mar 26, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Crews knock down three-alarm fire at Santa Ana…
The Orange County Register - Mar 26, 2023
 
Crews knock down 3-alarm structure fire in Orange County
KTLA-TV - Mar 26, 2023
 
Southern California Edison Improves Grid Safety, Significantly Reduces Wildfire Threat
Business Wire - Mar 27, 2023
 
3-Alarm Fire Hits Commercial Building in Santa Ana
The Epoch Times - Mar 27, 2023
 
Firefighters learn essential skills necessary for horse rescues
KFMB-TV - Mar 27, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Storm trackers: These Southern California…
The Orange County Register - Mar 28, 2023
 
Trillions of gallons have soaked California. Is this the state's wettest winter ever?
MSN.com - Mar 29, 2023
 
Gang-related shooting leaves one dead in Orange County
MSN.com - Mar 30, 2023
 
Firefighters engaged with fire at dry cleaners in Garden Grove; roof partially collapsed
CBS News - Mar 30, 2023
 
Body Discovered In Fire-Ravaged Santa Ana Apartment
Patch.com - Mar 30, 2023
 
Firefighters Save Irvine Residents From House Fire, 2 Hospitalized
Patch.com - Mar 30, 2023
 
Parrot Returned + Fire In Parkcrest Area + Missoni Reopens In OC
Patch.com - Mar 30, 2023
 
Government Technology Names Top 25 Doers, Dreamers and Drivers of 2023
Associated Press - Mar 30, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | Adult found dead in apartment after fire in…
The Orange County Register - Mar 30, 2023
 
1 found dead in Santa Ana apartment fire
KTTV-TV - Mar 30, 2023
 
One Found Dead After Santa Ana Apartment Fire
KNBC-TV - Mar 30, 2023
 
Man Shot To Death In Santa Ana
The Epoch Times - Mar 30, 2023
 
Fire at Garden Grove strip mall causes more than $1M in damages
MSN.com - Mar 31, 2023
 
Multiple Businesses Demolished As North OC Strip Mall Burns
MSN.com - Mar 31, 2023
 
Orange County firefighters battling blaze scramble to safety as building collapses
KABC-TV - Mar 31, 2023

Jeremy Bart, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Jacob Boudreaux, Fire Apparatus Engineer 
Timothy Brooks, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Parker Cary, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Jason Cella, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Steven Chavez, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Matthew De Los Cobos, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Daniel Elson, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Dante Fallati, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Ryan Ferguson, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Kevin Fetterman, Division Chief
Justin Fluke, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Cody Haney, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Patrick Juback, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Gregory Long, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Christopher Lucero, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Michael Marble, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Justin Moshier, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Marshall Noel, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Brandon Norris, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Luke Perisin, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Brent Smith, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Jordan Smith, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Nicholas Freeman, Division Chief
Velecia Stevens, Fire Communications Supervisor
Ryan Boselo, Fire Prevention Trainee 
Shannon Chan, Fire Prevention Trainee

Nathaniel Lebeauf, Fire Apparatus Engineer
David Newell, Fire Captain
Elliott Robinson, Firefighter/Paramedic
George Hapsic, Firefighter/Paramedic
Brent Kelley, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Greg Barta, Fire Captain/PIO
William Junge, Fire Captain
Baryic Hunter, Division Chief 
Peter Doan, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Rodrigo Costa, Firefighter/Paramedic
Timothy Brooks, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Lauren Andrade, Fire Captain/Paramedic
Jacquelyn Johnson, Firefighter/Paramedic
Beau Rummel, Fire Captain
Paul Yang, Fire Captain/Paramedic
Michael Wagoner, Fire Captain/Workers Comp
Dominic Vadala, Fire Captain/Paramedic
Samuel Semingson, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Nicholas Schaumburg, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Michael Macshane, Fire Captain/Paramedic
Bryan Mahon, Battalion Chief
Adam Perry, Firefighter/Paramedic
Andrew Robles, Fire Apparatus Engineer/Paramedic
Brent Smith, Fire Apparatus Engineer

March Retirements

Colton Ashby, Fire Battalion Chief 
John Chandler, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Aaron Clark, Fire Battalion Chief
William Lackey, Fire Captain - Division 3
Alexander Lopez, Firefighter
Mark Mcdermott, Fire Captain
Catherine Whitehouse, Accountant
Troy Hoggard, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Justin Hinds, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Raul Ramalho, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Todd Vanderham, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Jose Arredondo, Fire Apparatus Engineer/Pm
Marc Moore, Fire Battalion Chief
Craig Wilmovsky, Fire Captain
Robert Wilson, Fire Captain
Peter Condy, Fire Captain/Pm
Todd Lockwood, Fire Captain/Pm
Michael O'Brien, Fire Captain/Pm
Robert Richardson, Fire Captain/Pm
Jeffrey Johnson, Fire Captain
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