
From the Fire Chief
 
Dear OCFA Family:
 
As Deputy Chief McGovern noted in a rather heated radio discussion with Die Hard villain Hans Gruber in our
2022 Holiday Video (see link below), OCFA’s all hazard response is 24/7/365 – “Even during the holidays,
Hans.” Not to further enrage Mr. Gruber, but by the end of the year, we will have responded to more than
171,000 emergency calls, protecting and caring for our communities with a depth of character and level of
competence that no holiday blockbuster hero (sorry, John McClane) or any other person, department, or
agency in our state or nation can match.
 
In that same video, after ECC Dispatcher Rodriquez fields a call about a little boy who is Home Alone on
Christmas Eve, Division Chief Sherwood articulates another notion that is particularly poignant this time of
year: OCFA doesn’t wait for December to spread the joy, generosity, and care that is synonymous with the
holiday season; we embody those tenets in every month of every season and on every call in every
community we serve.
 
Thank you. As I wrote in an email to all personnel that introduced this year’s holiday video, in my 45-year fire
service career, I have never been prouder of or more grateful for a family of firefighters and professional staff
than I am of all of you.
 
Now nearing the three-year mark of our near-overnight pivot to uphold and enhance our services in the face of
a global pandemic, we continue to excel through unprecedented adversity. Working together this past year,
we matched our efforts to fight fires, protect communities, and save lives with equally successful endeavors
that decreased forced overtime, garnered nearly $17 million in state funding for a new Hand Crew Facility,
and improved our Academy process with state accreditation. All the while, we engaged with our constituents
and fostered a more inclusive community with everything from our Girls Empowerment Camp and Fire Cadet
Program to our Spark of Love Toy Drive and Red Cross Smoke Alarm events.  
 
And just as we took care of our communities, we took care of each other. Not just with programs that foster
mental health, cancer awareness, and other wellness-related programs, but also in finding the time to simply
come together to unwind, break bread, and share laughter, particularly during the holidays.
 
These are just a few of the reasons I spend nearly all my time in front of our Board of Directors every month
praising and sharing the excellence of our incredible firefighters and professional staff. This month’s Chief’s
Bulletin is replete with stories of service and resilience that once again warrant that praise, and I am proud to
share it with all of you and the communities we serve.
 
I wish all of you a happy holiday season and a joyous new year.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief  
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MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

Ask the Chief
In this month's Ask the Chief, Chief Fennessy and Captain/PIO Sean Doran kick things off by applauding the A-Shift
Crew of Engine 62 and their work in going above and beyond on a swift water rescue in Buena Park. Other topics
include our success in decreasing forced overtime and vacant positions as well as our Battalion Chief promotional
process. Click below to listen! 

 

Want to ask the Fire Chief an anonymous question? Click the thumbs up below! 

Happy Holidays from the OCFA!
 

For this year's OCFA Holiday Video, Chief Fennessy and a handful of other OCFA firefighters and professional staff
members inserted themselves in some holiday classics to spread our message of safety and joy. Click below to watch! 
 

 

Introducing the New OCFA Foundation Website!
The OCFA Foundation has launched a new website, complete with an easy-to-
use online portal that accepts donations and provides immediate tax receipts.
Donors can also learn about our major Foundation programs and events through
informative videos and content. Users can select a specific program to support,
donate unrestricted funds to the Foundation at-large, and/or set up recurring
donations. To check out the new site, click below!  

Visit the New Website

We'd also like to give a huge shout out to the OCFA Foundation for their
generosity this holiday season on our Spark of Love Holiday Toy Drive. To date,
the OCFA Foundation allotted over $40,000 for gifts and toys for underserved
children. Through our partners at KWAVE, these toys will get distributed
throughout our Orange County neighborhoods. Click below to watch our
firefighters and professional staff buying some of the 30,000 toys the event aims
to collect this year.

 

Academy 56 Graduation
On Wednesday, December 7, 2022, 41 new probationary firefighters graduated from OCFA Academy 56, and we are proud
to share a portion of their academy journey below! 

 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Firefighter Rebecca Wilson was featured for Firefighter Friday this past month, and her academic, athletic, and firefighting
excellence combined with her heart of service and passion for inclusion is the epitome of what we hope to see in all OCFA
personnel. Read her story below or click on the link to view the full social media post. 

“Getting to watch those young ladies come in shy and timid
and leave on day two with a newfound confidence and smiles
on their faces was pretty rad.” That’s what Firefighter
Rebecca Wilson, featured today for Firefighter Friday,
recounts about the OCFA Girls Empowerment Camp — one
of her most impactful and favorite experiences as a
firefighter.
 
It’s fun to feature Rebecca today on the heels of her showing
off her amazing skills in our recent World Cup soccer post
(she is the one in full turnouts and the one on top of the fire
engine). Raised in Placentia with her younger brother, Kyle,
Rebecca graduated from El Dorado High School. She
continued on to Cal State Fullerton, where her set school
soccer records, was twice named the Big West Conference
Offensive Player of the Year, and was named NSCAA First
Team All-American, among her many honors.
 
Rebecca lives in Long Beach with her fiancé, Sharlene, and
enjoys surfing, mountain biking, camping, working out, and
hanging with her dog, Duke. Her plans for the future include
marrying the love of her life and continuing to “adventure this
cool planet we live on.” She is a steward of our community
and the environment and likes to pick up trash when she is
on walks at the beach.
 
Currently serving the city of Buena Park on Engine 63, she
says her crew really is her second family. Asked what words
she would share with younger people, she says, “Put down
your phone, engage with each other, friends and family, and
most of all, always be polite.” Rebecca believes “being polite,
having good manners, and having a good attitude can take
you far in life.”
 
Rebecca, we are thankful you share your great attitude,
passion to mentor, and compassion for others with all of us.
We are lucky to have you at the OCFA.

Click for Social Media Post

SOCIAL MEDIA

Over the past month OCFA's social media platforms had:
 
•    Over 2.8 million impressions (eyes on our content)
•    186,400 engagements (interaction with our content)
•    817 link clicks/redirects 
•    65 new followers
 
Despite these numbers and all of our social media success, we are always looking to improve and share information of
interest with each other and the communities we serve. To that end, there is now a new area on the HIVE for all OCFA
personnel (safety and non-safety) to submit photos, videos, and story ideas for OCFA’s social media accounts and other
information-sharing platforms.
 

Click to Submit Photos/Videos Click to Read the Memo

Top Social Media Posts 

Seal Beach Technical Rescue

Our emergency command center received a call for a traffic collision on the SB 405 on Seal Beach Blvd. Firefighters,
including our technical rescue units, were dispatched for a tractor trailer truck that had flipped and landed on a vehicle.
While our technical rescue teams worked on extricating the victim in the car, firefighter paramedics got inside and initiated
care. The victim was extricated and transported to a hospital by our Helicopter 2. The driver of the truck made it out
without injury.

Click For Social Media Post

Ribbon Cutting Station 67

OCFA and Rancho Mission Viejo celebrated the opening of interim Fire Station 67, an innovative and first-of-its-kind
prefabricated station in the Village of Rienda. A four-person crew serves the community on Paramedic Engine 67 and on
Engine 367, which is a type-3 brush engine. Thank you to Orange County 5th District Supervisor Lisa Bartlett and to
Rancho Mission Viejo for making it out to a great celebration.

Click For Social Media Post

Santa Ana Swift Water Rescue

OCFA received a call for a water rescue at 9:42 am on December 11th. It was reported in the area of the Santa Ana river
bed at Orangewood. This prompted a joint response from the City of Orange Fire Department, Anaheim Fire & Rescue,
and the OCFA. Multiple resources were dispatched, including two of our swift water rescue teams and our helicopter. An
adult male was found in the river bed at Memory Lane. Rescue operation was conducted here and the person was
extracted. Firefighter paramedics on scene provided treatment and follow up care as the person was transported to the
hospital.

 

Click For Social Media Post

"Mayday" Called During Residential Fire in Irvine

Residents smelled smoke in their home on Deerfield Avenue in the City of Irvine and called 911 at 4 a.m on November 27,
2022. Firefighters arrived to heavy smoke from the second story of a two-story multi-family residential building, and fire
was soon through the roof. All residents escaped safely. 

A Mayday was declared during the incident when a firefighter was knocked to the floor by heavy, wet ceiling debris with
the potential need for immediate help. The firefighter was able to stand and exit the building with assistance of the crews.
OCFA firefighter paramedics assessed and transported the firefighter to the hospital for evaluation out of an abundance of
caution.

A Mayday activation alerts fire ground crews and puts our RIC team (Rapid Intervention Crew) into quick action. RIC
teams are in place for just that reason — to rescue lost, trapped, or injured firefighters. Our firefighters train in Mayday
prevention and Mayday operations to assure firefighter safety is always a priority.

 

Click For Social Media Post

Three-Alarm Fire in Garden Grove

Approximately 80 firefighters, as part of a 3-alarm response, knocked down three fires at one incident in Garden Grove
today. 911 callers reported a fire and the sound of explosions near the railroad tracks at 10:43 a.m. Firefighters arrived to
multiple RV’s on fire and strong winds carrying the embers to the next block, which started exterior fires at two other
businesses. All three fires were contained in just 56 minutes with no injuries. Cause determined to be unintentional and
originating in a transient-occupied area next to the railroad tracks with the strong winds spreading the fire quickly.

 

Click For Social Media Post

Buena Park Swift Water Rescue

A ladder, a rope bag, and some quick-thinking teamwork led to a successful swift water rescue in Buena Park. With an
adult male stuck in the cold, fast-moving water, Engine 62 initiated a shore-based rescue. They threw a looped rope over
the victim, guided him to the water ’s edge, and placed a ladder for the victim to grab. With the victim getting weak in the
water and unable to climb up, the crew used the wall’s edge to fulcrum the ladder and the patient up and out of the water
to complete the rescue of the tired victim (similar to pushing down on a teeter totter on one end to raise the other end).
The victim was transported to the hospital with minor injuries. Remember, as little as six inches of fast-moving water can
be enough to knock an adult to the ground.

 

Click For Social Media Post

Truck 9 Saves 'Toby' 

Meet Toby. He’s three months old and still figuring things out. He was doing what puppies occasionally do and got his
head stuck in the gate. Enter Truck 9. The firefighters found Toby stuck and a bit nervous with the strangers around. Like
the pros that they are, the crew gently and safely got Toby out with the help of his mom and a bag of treats. It was
determined that he was not injured and remained at home with his “hoomans."

Click For Social Media Post

Holiday Safety Press Conference

To encourage caution this holiday season, the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA), Orange County Sheriff's Department
(OCSD), and Orange County Global Medical Center (OCGMC) partnered to raise awareness to celebrate responsibly,
reduce fire hazards, and avoid unwanted injuries.

Click For Social Media Post

Engineer Mike Tooley Funeral Services
Our round-the-clock service is always impressive, but it is especially poignant during the holidays. Indeed, while most are
at home celebrating with our families, our firefighters and dispatchers are in our ECC and at our stations, saving lives and
protecting communities. That commitment is further amplified when you consider that our firefighters often put their lives
on the line to do this work in service of others.
 
When we see the cost of that ultimate sacrifice first-hand, it reinforces our responsibility to not only honor the fallen
firefighter, but also extend our gratitude to their family, friends, and community. After the heartbreaking loss of Engineer
Mike Tooley last month, we came together to do exactly that while furthering our commitment to build upon the legacy that
Mike and every fallen firefighter has entrusted us with. 

 

Click here to view full ceremony from Holy Sepulcher Cemetery

Orange County Fire Authority In the News

Crime and Public Safety | OCFA announces 2 new firefighting helicopters…
The Orange County Register - Nov 3, 2022
 
Big rig overturns onto car on 405 Freeway in O.C., injuring 1 and snarling traffic
Yahoo! News - Nov 4, 2022
 
Orange County Firefighters Announce New Helicopter On The Way
Patch.com - Nov 4, 2022
 
Orange County Fire Authority gets two new state-of-the-art helicopters
Yahoo! News - Nov 4, 2022
 
Truck Flips, Lands On Car On 405 Freeway In Seal Beach Friday
Patch.com - Nov 4, 2022
 
Puppy rescued after getting head stuck in gate in Orange County
KTTV-TV - Nov 5, 2022
 
Crime and Public Safety | Arson suspect detained in Lake Forest…
The Orange County Register - Nov 6, 2022
 
Firefighters Battle Brush Blaze In Lake Forest
Patch.com - Nov 6, 2022
 
Flood Watch For Seal Beach Tuesday As Stormy Weather Returns
Patch.com - Nov 7, 2022
 
Man Rescued From Fast-Moving Water Channel With Help Of Ladder, Rope
Patch.com - Nov 9, 2022
 
Woman delivers baby girl on 5 Freeway in Anaheim
Yahoo! News - Nov 10, 2022
 
Mom Gives Birth To Baby Girl On 5 Freeway In Orange County
Patch.com - Nov 10, 2022
 
Crime and Public Safety | Woman gives birth to baby girl on 5 Freeway in…
The Orange County Register - Nov 10, 2022
 
Couple on Way to Hospital Pulls Over for Birth of Baby Girl on Side of 5 Freeway
KNBC-TV - Nov 10, 2022
 
Crime and Public Safety | 3-alarm fire breaks out in San Juan Capistrano…
The Orange County Register - Nov 11, 2022
 
Firefighters battle massive blaze at San Juan Capistrano collision repair center
Yahoo! News - Nov 11, 2022
 
Firefighters knock down massive blaze at San Juan Capistrano collision repair center
Los Angeles Times (Premium) - Nov 11, 2022
 
2 Hurt In Seal Beach After Vehicle Collides With Tree
Patch.com - Nov 13, 2022
 
Palm Tree Rescue Training
KNBC-TV - Nov 14, 2022
 
Tree Trimmer Gets Trapped 40 Feet in the Air in Palm Tree
KNBC-TV - Nov 14, 2022
 
OC Fire Holiday Toy Drives Near Mission Viejo
Patch.com - Nov 17, 2022
 
Chimney Fire In RSM Gets Knocked Out By OC Firefighters
Patch.com - Nov 21, 2022
 
'Unknown Substance' In Car Prompts Hazmat Response In Laguna Niguel
Patch.com - Nov 22, 2022
 
OC Firefighters Knock Out House Fire In Garden Grove
Patch.com - Nov 23, 2022
 
Crime and Public Safety | Dozens of residents evacuated during 4-alarm…
The Orange County Register - Nov 25, 2022
 
4-Alarm Blaze Hits Anaheim Paper Recycling Plant
The Epoch Times - Nov 25, 2022
 
Crime and Public Safety | Crews extinguish large commercial fire in Yorba…
The Orange County Register - Nov 25, 2022
 
Crime and Public Safety | Fire damages 2-story residential structure in…
The Orange County Register - Nov 27, 2022
 
8 People Displaced After Condo Fire In Irvine, 1 Firefighter Injured
Patch.com - Nov 28, 2022
 
Eight Escape Fire That Damaged Irvine Condominium Complex
KNBC-TV - Nov 28, 2022

 Mark Backoff, Fire Battalion Chief Suppress
 David Driscoll, Fire Battalion Chief Suppress
 Daniel Dufrene, Fire Battalion Chief Suppress
 Levi Medina, Fire Battalion Chief Suppress
 Juan Perez, Fire Battalion Chief Suppress
 Brian Slegers, Fire Prevention Analyst
 Christopher Sotro, Fire Battalion Chief Suppress
 Julie Kwak, Human Resources Specialist

Years of Service

 Amy Smith, Administrative Assistant

 Rothchild Ong, Assistant Purchasing Agent

Retirement of Kenny Dossey - Deputy Chief of Operations

September Retirements

Anthony Salerno, Fire Captain
Michael Tivenan, Fire Apparatus
Engineer
Matthew Truman, Fire
Captain/PM
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