
 

 

From the Fire Chief
 

Dear OCFA Family:
 
One year ago, almost to the day, I stood at a press conference podium near Santiago Canyon Road, introducing
OCFA’s two new FIREHAWKS to the world on their first day in service.
 
Before showcasing the aircraft, I requested something of those in attendance and watching on the news, and I want
to paraphrase that here: “As you observe this aerial display, I ask that you pause to reflect on the hundreds of fires
that will never be named, never cause any damage, never force any evacuations, and never injure a single soul
because of these aircraft, the crews who operate them, and the ground crews working in steep, dangerous terrain
below them.”
 
I knew it was a big ask – in today’s year-round fire season, it’s nearly impossible to reflect on the countless large fires
burning around the state, let alone the small ones that get knocked down in the first few hours.
 
And just as most people don’t often think about small vegetation fires, more still don’t realize that the battle between
an insignificant fire they’ve never heard of and a massive fire they’ll never forget is won or lost in a short window of
time – a finite interval in which firefighters put themselves in harm’s way on the ground and in the air to stop forward
progress. I, like many of you, have seen communities wake up with the rising sun and go about their day with little to
no awareness that an intense and successful firefight to save their neighborhood occurred the night before.  
 
However, as the length and intensity of our fire seasons have shifted, so too has the public’s awareness of (and
gratitude for) initial attack and the life and property it saves when executed successfully. Case in point, this summer,
I’ve received numerous such expressions of thanks, and this Bulletin is replete with examples of the operational
excellence that led to that gratitude —from the Beacon Fire to the Club Fire. However, among all the community
recognition we’ve received for the various vegetation fires we’ve kept small this summer, it was a social media
comment about an August 10th vegetation fire in Santiago Canyon that struck me most.
 
It was a fire that fit the exact description I provided in the FIREHAWK press conference one year prior: a small
vegetation fire knocked down with such force and speed that it never got named, it never forced a single evacuation,
it never caused any damage, and it never injured a single soul. The fire ignited around 10 pm on a Sunday night, so
as our firefighters stopped forward progress at just a ¼ acre, many in the surrounding communities were sound
asleep, as evidenced by the aforementioned social media comment:
 
“This is why we truly love our OCFA so much. It strikes fear and unease to see the fires that have come from
back there over the years. We were all safe in bed, and you were out there protecting us and making sure we
could wake up and go to work without fear.”
 
As we approach peak wildfire season with this comment and many others like it in our hearts, know that I, like the two
million people we serve, am grateful for all of you - our firefighters and professional staff. Through your collective
excellence, you do far more than keep vegetation fires small; you alleviate fear in our communities, you provide
comfort for our region, and you ensure the people we serve feel safe and secure - day and night. 
 
In other words, you have created and earned this uptick in wildfire awareness and gratitude, not just on the big fires
that draw national attention, but on the small ones that never make a single headline thanks to your training,
preparation, courage, and operational excellence.
 
Thank you and stay safe.
 
Sincerely,  
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief

 

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE
 

 2025 OCFA Quarterly Size Up
 
During this busy quarter, we responded to over 45,000 incidents. Click below to see some of the highlights. 
 

 

 

Station 24 Grand Opening
 
This summer, we officially opened the doors to OCFA’s newest fire station — Fire Station 24 in Mission Viejo, home to Engine
24 and Truck 24, with the capacity to support additional units. With design features that align with our mission to prioritize
cancer prevention, and as the first OCFA station equipped with solar panels, this new station builds on our reputation as a
national leader in emerging technology and firefighter safety, making it a model for future OCFA stations for years to come.
 

 

 

Beacon Fire
 
On August 20th, OCFA responded to the Beacon Fire, a fast-moving vegetation fire threatening homes in Laguna Niguel.
Supported by an OCFA FIREHAWK, an OCFA Bell 412, a QRF helitanker, both OCFA hand crews, and a dozer team, more
than 150 firefighters battled the blaze in steep terrain, stopping progress in less than two hours and saving multiple homes. 
 

 

 

 
Club Fire
 
On August 23rd, OCFA firefighters held a vegetation fire to 4.25 acres with a swift, coordinated attack from both the ground
and air. Click below to see footage and news coverage of our crews battling this lightning-ignited blaze. 
 

 

 

OCFA Cadet Academy 2025
 
OCFA recently hosted Cadet Academy 25, a week-long academy that provides our cadets with hands-on experiences in
wildland firefighting, rope rescue, auto extrication, and more. Cadets graduate with new skills, relationships, and for those who
aspire to become OCFA firefighters, a solid foundation on their fire service journey. Click below to watch the camp recap!
 

 

 

Dispatcher Academy 27 Graduates
 
As our first, first responders, our dispatchers are a lifeline to the community and the first voice our 9-1-1 callers hear during an
emergency. Our four newest dispatchers (Bryan Morse, Christie Arellano, Ariana Ramos, and Kelsey Davies) completed
rigorous training to achieve this milestone, and we are proud to welcome them into the OCFA Family! 
 

 

August Promotion Ceremony
 
On August 7th, we recognized our recently promoted firefighters and professional staff at our monthly Promotions Recognition
Ceremony: Nathan Babbit, Senior Fire Prevention Specialist; Sean Lowry, Division Chief of Special Operations; Robert
Bucho, Lead Helicopter Crew Chief; Blake Campbell, Assistant Superintendent; Firefighter/Paramedics Michael Contreras &
Tyler Zimmerman; and Fire Captains Jake Britain, Frank Freer, David Phelan, Christian Trombetta, and Mario Valderrama. 

Click Here for all August Promotions Photos! Click Here for Social Media Post!

 

Hurricane Katrina - 20 Years Later
 
On the 20th Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, Captain Richard Ventura joined Good Day LA to reflect on his overwhelming
experience in New Orleans in 2005 when he and other OCFA firefighters were deployed as part of CATF-5. 
 

 

 

Freedom Prepares for Retirement
 
K9 Freedom, our dedicated Accelerant Detection Dog, will retire next month after serving for many years with unwavering
loyalty, helping to investigate arson cases and keeping our communities safe. Click below to watch his story...

 

 

OCFA Hand Crew Academy 7
 
On July 23, six new Hand Crew Firefighters joined our ranks, embodying Academy 7's motto, "Earn Every Step, " and we are
proud to welcome them into the OCFA Family. 
 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Organizational Development & Training / Summer Internship Program

 

OCFA Works with Media to Educate Communities on Wildfire Season 
 
OCFA Fire Captain / Fire Analyst Jeff Shelton recently spoke with Spectrum News as part of our ongoing efforts to educate
and prepare our communities for peak wildfire season. Click below to watch the full segment. 
 

 

Upcoming OCFA Events
 

 

Connect25 — Stronger Together

Register for the Event Read Internal Memo

 

SOCIAL MEDIA
TOP POSTS OF THE MONTH

 

Jaws of Life | Freeway Collision on 22 Freeway
Engine 83 arrived first, quickly
assessed the scene, and established
incident command. Three patients were
identified, one of whom was trapped
inside their vehicle, and an additional
one whom our partners at CHP were
already performing CPR on.

Truck 81 firefighters used the Jaws of
Life to extricate the trapped victim,
allowing firefighter-paramedics to begin
immediate treatment and rapidly
transport the patient to the hospital.
This was occurring simultaneously
while other firefighter-paramedics were
transporting the victim needing CPR to
the hospital.

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

OCFA Rescues Eli the Mule
Meet Eli the Mule. He is alive today thanks to professional and compassionate teamwork.

Eli had been lying down for hours in his stall yesterday in Trabuco Canyon, unable to stand and suffering from painful colic
that would have been fatal if he remained down too long. Eli's owners reached out to Station 18 — a longtime partner of the
Trabuco Canyon community —  and with the support of our Technical Rescue Team, Eli was saved.  

 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Santa Ana Storage Area Facility Fire

Firefighters responded to a fire in the outside storage area of a commercial property in Santa Ana. Crews arrived to find a
large volume of fire involving a collection of recyclable materials. The blaze was quickly extinguished before it had a chance to
spread to adjacent buildings, confining the fire to the outside storage area. No injuries were reported.

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Multiple Calls Throughout Orange County on July 5
Stanton – Station 46 crews
encountered a fast-moving blaze in a
two-story unit on the 7100 block of
Kelton Way, threatening the
neighboring condo. A second alarm
was requested, bringing over 50
firefighters to battle the blaze...

San Clemente – Dispatchers received
reports of a vegetation fire in the 300
block of Avenida San Pablo. Battalion 6
found a half-acre fire in a canyon,
threatening homes. OCFA helicopters
made multiple water drops while
ground crews contained hotspots...

Irvine – Engine 36 arrived to find a
well-involved detached garage fire on
Greenmoor, threatening nearby
condos. Firefighters mounted an
aggressive attack and stopped the fire
from spreading. The cause is under
investigation....

     

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

HazMat Response Garden Grove

 

Crews responded to a hazardous
materials incident involving a significant
carbon dioxide leak at an industrial
facility. Our hazmat team and first-
arriving firefighters safely evacuated
the building, established a secure
perimeter, and contained the leak.
 
No injuries to civilians or firefighters...

 

Click Here for Full Social Media Post

 

Orange County Fire Authority In the News
 
Lifeguard injured after jumping off, slamming into Seal Beach Pier, video shows
SEAL BEACH - NewsBreak -US - Jul 1, 2025
 
63-year-old arrested for fatal Santa Ana hit-and-run
SANTA ANA - MSN.com - Jul 1, 2025
 
Southern California’s recent weather sets up for a dangerous fire season
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - MSN.com - Jul 1, 2025
 
Construction Worker Rescued in Irvine
IRVINE - NewsBreak -US - Jul 3, 2025
 
Fast attack curbs house fire
GARDEN GROVE - NewsBreak -US - Jul 3, 2025
 
2 people hospitalized after second-alarm fire in Stanton
STANTON - CBS News - Jul 5, 2025
 
More than a dozen people displaced by Santa Ana apartment fire
SANTA ANA - CBS News - Jul 7, 2025
 
Laguna Beach police arrest 13-year-old allegedly seen on video igniting firework before brush fire
LAGUNA BEACH - MSN.com - Jul 8, 2025
 
Spotlight On Emmy the Labrador: YouTube Star, Local Hero, Dedicated Service Dog
TUSTIN - Dogster - Jul 8, 2025
 
A whole lot of fireworks and a whole lot of fires: SoCal firefighters had a busy July Fourth
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - NewsBreak - Jul 8, 2025
 
SoCal K-9 teams joining search and recovery efforts after deadly flooding in Texas
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - MSN.com - Jul 9, 2025
 
Laguna officials point to fire mitigation efforts, mutual aid as keys to successful Rancho fire response
LAGUNA BEACH - Los Angeles Times - Jul 9, 2025
 
Man Faces Child Abuse Charges When 3-Year-Old Ingests Fentanyl In Newport Beach
NEWPORT BEACH - Patch.com - Jul 9, 2025
 
‘Tabletop’ exercise simulated real fire in Laguna Beach, helped with successful outcome, officials say
LAGUNA BEACH - The Orange County Register - Jul 10, 2025
 
‘Jaws of Life’ rescue is made
GARDEN GROVE - NewsBreak - Jul 11, 2025
 
Vet, OC Fire Authority rescue ailing mule in Trabuco Canyon
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA - The Orange County Register - Jul 19, 2025
 
Car vs. tree kills the driver
SANTA ANA - NewsBreak - Jul 21, 2025
 
Celebrate National Night Out August 5
IRVINE - NewsBreak - Jul 22, 2025
 
RSM City Hosts Annual Fire Prevention Event: Video
RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA - Patch.com - Jul 28, 2025
 
Tsunami advisory expires along California coast south of Santa Barbara County, National Weather Service says
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - CBS News - Jul 30, 2025
 
A Santa Ana DUI driver was arrested after a fatal collision with a pedestrian
SANTA ANA - NewsBreak - Jul 31, 2025
 
Fire Up the Grill Safely
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - NewsBreak - Jul 31, 2025

 

 

Andrew Acosta, Firefighter
Trevor Anderson, Firefighter
Jacob Arellano, Firefighter
Adam Bansmer, Firefighter
Jake Brittain, Fire Captain/PM
Jacob Brown, Firefighter
Ruben Castellon II, Firefighter
Kyle Christiansen, Firefighter
Christian Clark, Firefighter
Jordan Cole, Firefighter
Andrew Davidson, Firefighter
Marco Fajardo, Firefighter
Frank Freer, Fire Captain/PM
Luke Fuhrman, Firefighter
Charles Gabrielson, Firefighter
Seth Gonzalez, Firefighter
Kevin Hashemi, Firefighter
Zachary Hill, Firefighter
Devin Kokenge, Firefighter
Michael Logan, Firefighter
Jacob Luna, Firefighter
Vincent Matos, Firefighter
Kekoamaikalani Mattson, Firefighter
Edward Mendiola, Firefighter
Chad Morris, Firefighter
Miles Phantumabamrung, Firefighter
David Phelan, Fire Captain
Kyle Plonski, Firefighter
Shane Reardon, Firefighter
Forrest Riley, Firefighter
Cesar Serrato Jr, Firefighter
Zachary Trillizio, Firefighter
Christian Trombetta, Fire Captain
Mario Valderrama, Fire Captain
Jose Valencia, Firefighter
Roman Vasquez, Firefighter
Gregory Williams, Fire Captain/PM
Caleb Zubas, Firefighter
Matthew Olson, Assistant Chief - Chief of Staff

 

Robert Asay, Fire Captain/PM
Aaron Castillo, Fire Apparatus Engineer
Russell Lee, Fire Captain
Elliott Robinson, Firefighter/PM
Peter Trapani, Firefighter/PM
Aaron Wos, Firefighter/PM
Daniel Yeh, Firefighter/PM

 

https://vimeo.com/1108251009
https://vimeo.com/1104640424
https://vimeo.com/1112348858
https://vimeo.com/1113620846
https://vimeo.com/1107852049
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ocfa_pio/albums/72177720328241076/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNTpdF1pu0C/?img_index=6
https://vimeo.com/1114051331
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-drxy0nO9hc
https://www.instagram.com/p/DMeFzf_Mxpg/?img_index=1
https://cm-email-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/images/ContactMonkey-User-NBf7RsFl9T6gncBCBN55zhXEyUZjQ9szYFfJ0WljyEYThkszSE3QoixAcqSnub9XV8mqX7Xga40lhBl18G29XNYeFLD4PcbBk3DorhAXUMNgKF9QPkwYfO1zctGhck0H/Performance%20Metrics%20Snapshot%20FY24-25_08.14.25.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/YzPX0D5yHN
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/southern-california/news/2025/08/23/predicting-the-wildfire-season-in-orange-county?cid=id-app15_m-share_s-web_cmp-app_launch_august2020_c-producer_posts_po-organic
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xYFEY_eK2kW7X9uRAHK2ifobaKp5IodLqvxbZzk8b6tURjNONE0zUjZVQllGNEw1N1c2U09RQ1A0Ry4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xYFEY_eK2kW7X9uRAHK2ifobaKp5IodLqvxbZzk8b6tURjNONE0zUjZVQllGNEw1N1c2U09RQ1A0Ry4u&route=shorturl
https://thehive.ocfa.org/sites/docs/Briefing%20Folder/250827_Memo_Bulletin%20Announcement_Connect25_Here's%20What's%20Coming.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/OCFireAuthority
https://twitter.com/OCFireAuthority
https://instagram.com/OCFireAuthority
https://www.linkedin.com/company/orange-county-fire-authority/
https://vimeo.com/1107833682?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1107833682?share=copy
https://www.instagram.com/p/DL5ELssxNSw/?img_index=1
https://vimeo.com/1109363184
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMThhWpBnt_/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.facebook.com/OCFireAuthority/posts/pfbid0rfUp1kU9Bcsa3q54jA5BzbcKnSjLcABsgkSp6Cv2xs4pFd4S73U4YgMeLVGnFfyBl
https://vimeo.com/1107851318
https://vimeo.com/1107851340
https://vimeo.com/1107851376
https://www.instagram.com/p/DLu1fm7xFlF/?img_index=4
https://vimeo.com/1107833698
https://vimeo.com/1107833715
https://www.facebook.com/OCFireAuthority/posts/pfbid02gheYgydKunUtdwKUgX96xT9GQRnD28xL5Ysg5a5KoKD8h9XbL38wWgbecqk2Pi9Hl
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZiKbCNkXMpcPJKg6u8IGsyi1_c?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Ll7BCVOoXlCkmrpZC5fPsEuWBV?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1HAAC1wEXQUBxyQZFouRsVITz_?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Yv4RCn57E8i3g0RWCQC6sJDF5_?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/kX2qCv2RPDcLqmklcMTZsQtGPt?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/0vLXCADWvAFlByDRIGGiYsGzmO0?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_AB8C2k2YOcZWqDmCnGHvs5RY8V?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/aKKnCKrzJmhMPgR1CvoSxs52zmd?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/i0qUCDk6yPcJw28xf5XF7sj3_IF?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/j1C_CL90KnhwVxz3CqNT5syiaT7?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zH-vCQWjPvHlgGwRIPgtjsGRIbO?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/rAuXC9rGkOhNAywOTE8izsqi3Ka?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6cZsClYXBDhPmJYMuyyTvsz_8nS?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/8vKsCER1zGu0OrZqCp0F3s75dVm?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KgsYCM8NLoukDKnJCJMiLs8WYZn?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/aDj6CR6kQwF0o93OCP6FOs1okhu?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/hiL1C5yV23Sp3mrlFy5tXskIM75?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AbqeCmZ8DGsP8wQMu99i5sRH1FD?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5OtrCrkBLXcn7KBmSyLuDs4E5oA?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6VYNCzpQW9uwEljrCKWF3s9k7tV?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/yNpcCG6zBgFOExz8SQOfMsBVjTM?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1-xkCNkXMpcPJKg6uRvsGsy0WTf?domain=u15139531.ct.sendgrid.net

